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Nampa First United Presbyterian Church 
Purpose Statement 

To bring people together to love and magnify 

God through worship, to minister to the needs of 

all His children, to fellowship in God's family, to 

spread the Good News, and to develop people to 

Christ-like maturity for their mission in the 

world. 

Pastor Aaron Berkowitz 
Email:  alb733@gmail.com 

Phone:  909-953-1011 

 
Pastor’s Office Hours 

Mondays & Thursdays 

10:30am -1:00pm 
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Website: 
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Book Suggestion from Pastor Aaron 
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 We have a lot going for us. Sometimes, we 

take for granted the two most important things this 

church does for the community: the proclamation 

of the gospel, and the worship of God. You see, for 

every material need, Nampa has a charity, proba-

bly multiple charities. There is only one organiza-

tion that meets the deepest need of the soul: hunger 

for the Word of God. As Jesus said, a man cannot 

live on bread alone. Yes, there are many churches 

in Nampa, but our church spreads Godôs word in a 

special way, with open-mindedness, integrity, and 

humility. The same is true of our musical worship, 

it is open, inclusive, and excellent beyond com-

parison. 

 For these reasons, I believe it is more im-

portant that we offer our ministry to more people, 

especially children. That is why we are having a 

stewardship drive. We are not trying to pad our 

bank account, or spend on frivolous things. We ask 

for resources to offer our ministry to more people, 

children, and families. If sharing Godôs word with 

the children and families of Nampa seems like a 

good use of your resources, please consider help-

ing us expand our childrenôs ministry in 2018. 

 Our goal is to hire a part time Director of 

Children and Youth Ministry. This person will 

oversee, coordinate, and plan all programming for 

children at our church. This person will also recruit 

volunteers for these programs. Right now, we are 

putting on good programs for children, without a 

single staff member to support them. But I do not 

believe this is sustainable, or ideal. To continue 

offering childrenôs ministry, and to take it to the 

next level, we need a leader to take responsibility 

for management. If we can raise the money neces-

sary, we will make this hire at the beginning of 

next year. 

 If you choose to increase your giving this 

year, you wonôt just be helping provide families 

with Godôs love and truth. You also help your fel-

low church members. I know for a fact that there 

are members of this church who would like to give 

more, but they are on a fixed income. They already 

give generously, even though they struggle to 

make ends meet. If you are in a position to give 

more, you can help cover those who are in a diffi-

cult financial spot. 

 Our church survives entirely on the gener-

osity of you, the congregation. We don't get any 

help from the government, or the Presbyterian de-

nomination, which is struggling itself. It is only 

because of your gifts that we can keep being the 

kind of church we are, committed to the truth with-

out being judgmental or legalistic. It is so frustrat-

ing to me as a Pastor to see how easily some 

churches raise money for expensive entertainment 

using guilt. I would rather have this stewardship 

campaign fail than guilt, pressure, or manipulate 

anyone into giving. So I am asking you, please 

donôt give out of guilt, or any other negative feel-

ing. The Bible says,  

ñEach one must give as he has decided in their 

heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for 

God loves a cheerful giver.ò 2 Corinthians 9:7     
 

Pastor Aaron 

If you had a time machine, and you travelled 50 

years in the future to attend a church, 

what do you think it would be like? 

Would you find it at all familiar? How 

similar are popular churches today to 

what we had 50 years ago? Pretty 

different? I believe we are living in a time 

of great change. The best way to 

understand where we are, and where we 

are headed, is to know history. As the 

famous quote says, those who do not 

understand the past are condemned to repeat it. But 

Christian Church history isn't always accessible. The 

books I read in Seminary were thick, and full of 

esoteric details.  

 But this book is different. By focusing 

on the ñturning pointsò of church history, 

Mark Nollôs Turning Points gives you a sense 

of the most important changes, shifts, 

controversies and crises without getting 

bogged down with side tracks. No, it is not a 

complete church history book. But it doesn't 

try to be. The church has already experienced 

huge changes in its 2,000 year life. How those 

changes happened, and how the church handled 

them, gives us hope, and insight into our own 

unique situation. 



 

Balance as of August 22, 2017: $24,846.78 

Balance as of September 27 , 2017: $22,003.78 

At its regular meeting on September 19, 2017, Session: 

È approved the draft of the new narrative budget for 2018. 

È thanked Matt Johnson for accepting the position of Organizational Representative for the Boy 

Scouts upon the retirement of long-time representative Carrol Cowman. 

È set October 28 as the date for the Stewardship Dinner and play. 

È heard the Worship Committeeôs plans for a hymn sing Sunday October 22. 

È accepted with regret the resignation of Elder Barbara Ballance from Session. 

È scheduled the next regular Session meeting for October 17, 2017, at 7:00 p.m. at the church. 

Session Highlights   September 19, 2017 

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda Zornik, Clerk of Session 

Deacons report                                             September 4, 2017 

Respectfully submitted, 

Shirley Horrace, Secretary Pro Tem 
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General Fund Financial Activity 

Revenue to date $138,646.67 

Expenses to date $141,034.96 

Difference -$2,388.29 

October 25, 2017 

È October birthdays will be done by Tom Smalley. 

È There were reports on visitations. 

È October 1 is World Communion Sunday.  The Worship committee will meet to decide how they will 

serve communion that day and inform the Deacons. 

È Aaron mentioned to the Deacons about having a Healing & Wholeness Meeting in November.  It 

would be a traditional prayer meeting where people could come and pray for themselves or someone 

else.  There would also be scripture, anointing of oils, liturgy, and music.  It would be put on by Aaron, 

Sean and the Worship Committee. Aaron would like the Deacons to attend this meeting.  Deacons were 

asked to provide transportation for those who needed it. 

È The next meeting will be October 2nd at 7:00 PM.  



 

Nursery Update 
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Known October Birthdays  

10/6   Anna Peterson 

10/7   Olivia Crowley  

10/31 Brianna Hendrix  

10/01 Jonica Johnson 

10/02 Bud Bennett 

10/04 Syrita Kuntz 

10/13 Sharyn Barrett 

10/13 Richard Radasch 

10/15 Dorothy Fox 

10/15 Ray Lance 

10/19 Ron Howell 

10/21 Jim Greene 

10/25 Jeanne Wiebold 

10/30 Mark Larimer 

10/31 Nancy DeLong 

10/31    Linda Swanson 

10/04/58 James & Barbara Greene 

10/07/78 Steve & Senita Watkins 

10/16/54 Bob & Dorothy Horn 

10/23/10 Ed & Ruby Hokenson 

Nursery 
Thank you to our nursery volunteers 

who helped in September! 

È Linda Smalley 

È Cindy Dion 

È Willard Kneidl 

È Tiffany Neely 

 

Here is the nursery schedule for October. 

  10/1:  Shirley Horrace 

  10/8:  Sandi Kurtz 

10/15:  Melanie Jones 

10/22:  Yvonne Miller 

10/29:  Lori Ober 

 

Movie Night 
 The next movie night 

will be Saturday, October 21st 

at 5:30 PM.  The movie 

is ñThe Case for Christò 

available for viewing at 

Redbox.  Watch the movie ahead of time and 

then bring a potluck dish to share, your own 

table service and beverage and join in the 

discussion and fellowship.  

 The Christian Education Committee is now 

actively seeking a new nursery attendant to 

begin January 1st, 2018. 

 For almost two years our church has been 

blessed to have Amanda (Anderson) Moschella as 

our nursery attendant. And if you've had the 

privilege of volunteering in the nursery during that 

time I'm sure you know that Amanda has been 

a wonderful addition to our children's program and 

that she has done a fantastic job of creating a fun 

and comfortable atmosphere in the nursery for both 

the kids and for the adult volunteers. But what you 

may not know, is that Amanda recently got married 

and that in December she will graduate from Boise 

State with a degree in Nursing.  And so while we 

are sad to see her moving on, we also wish Amanda 

nothing but the best as she and her new husband 

Johnny begin their lives together! 

 If you or anyone you know might be 

interested in this position please feel free to view 

the job description on our website at 

www.firstpresnampa.org or contact Tiffany Neely 

(Nursery Coordinator) with any additional 

questions. 



 

PW Happenings 

Page 5 Youth Activities Update 
 Here we go!  The Fall is off and running 

with youth activities in the church.  The Christian 

Ed committee met and planned many activities for 

the rest of the year, and here are some of the 

highlights from our plans. 

 Youth Group and Presby Kids Club kicked 

off on September 17 with pizza and fun games.  In 

October, we will have some 

Footgolf and then a trip to the 

Twin Oaks corn maze.  One 

interesting change for Youth 

Group and Presby Kids Club is 

that we are starting our activities immediately after 

church.  If you are coming for activities, please 

bring a change of clothes so you can have some fun! 

 Sunday School started rolling on September 

10, and the attendance has been great!  We are again 

running Sunday School during the church service, 

and we are always in need of volunteers to teach 

Sunday School if you are interested.  Sign up forms 

are in the back of the church, so sign up if you feel 

the inspiration to be involved in the lives of the 

church youth. 

 Confirmation class is going on right now for 

youth grades 6-12.  Each Thursday, pastor Aaron 

continues to teach the youth what it means to be a 

Presbyterian, and it will wrap up on October 12.  

Many thanks to Aaron for getting his organized! 

 Some other dates to keep in mind for the 

future are:  Christmas Play on December 10, Camp 

Sawtooth Sunday on March 11, and VBS on June 

11-14. 

 Finally, we wanted to let you know that 

there are some cool kidsô activity 

books in the back of the church.  The 

activities are in page protectors, and 

the kids can do the activities through 

the page protectors with the crayons 

provided with them.  Once the kids are done with 

them, you can just wipe them off with the provided 

towelette and leave them ready for the next family.  

We hope that this will help entertain the little ones.  

A special thanks to Jaci for the idea and to Sarah for 

putting them together. 

 Thank you to those who hosted coffee hour 

for us during the month of September.  We 

appreciate your willingness to take the time to bring 

in refreshments and serve our congregation after the 

worship services. 

 Enjoy the change of weather and the 

beginning of Fall! 

 ~Christian Education Committee  

Growing Our Faith  
 Come and gather with the women of our 

church at the Fall Retreat of the Presbyterian 

Women of Boise Presbytery 

during October 6-8 at the Nazareth 

Center at 4450 N. Five Mile Road in 

Boise.  Workshops with three 

speakers representing three religions -

- Jewish, Muslim, Christian -- 

UNDER THE TENT OF ABRAHAM 

-- Also the Agency for New 

Americans.  Marianne Paul is our 

worship leader.   Day Fee-- includes 

meals all three days for $50. Oct 6-

8, Friday-Sunday day and night fees--

Two people per room-- $100 each.  One person per 

room -- $135. Registration deadline is September 

20. Registration blanks and detailed information on 

table in the back of the church. Couples and single 

men are welcome--- 

 

 

Holiday Bazaar 

 Itôs that time of year once again to think 

about the Holiday Bazaar coming up on Saturday, 

November 4th from 8:00 AM - 3:00 PM. 

Presbyterian Women are asking for your 

contributions of soups and pies for the 

lunch, as well as home-baked items for 

the bake sale. There is a signup sheet on 

the back table so please sign up for what 

you can donate. PW will also have a table 

selling donated crafts and collectables, so 

nowôs the time to make items for this sale.  

Christmas Tea 

 The Christmas Tea will be 

Saturday, December 9th at 2:00 PM.  

Watch for more details in the November issue of 

The Link.   

 As always, our PW is open to all women of 

the church.  Our monthly meetings are the first 

Tuesday of the month at 10:00 AM.  Join us!  We 

appreciate the support our church gives our 

organization!  Thank you! 

https://maps.google.com/?q=4450+N.+Five+Mile+Road&entry=gmail&source=g
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September 10 ..................................... 115 

September 17 ..................................... 148 

September 24 ..................................... 108 

400 Lake Lowell Avenue 

Nampa, ID  83686-6617 

FIRST UNITED 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

If this publication is no 
longer needed, please 

notify the church office. 


