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Nampa First United Presbyterian Church 
Purpose Statement 

To bring people together to love and magnify 

God through worship, to minister to the needs of 

all His children, to fellowship in God's family, to 

spread the Good News, and to develop people to 

Christ-like maturity for their mission in the 

world. 
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Save The Lost 
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ñFor the Son of Man came to seek out and to save 

the lost.ò  Luke 19:10 

 

 Jesus came to save the lost. But what if we 

aren't lost? What if we have our lives together? 

What if we are already one of the few good and 

decent people?   

 It reminds me of my Senior Prom. I drove 

my friend and our two dates home from the 

Disneyland Hotel where we had just came from a 

wonderful dance.  I am a typical male, and I don't 

like to ask for directions or admit I am wrong. We 

had been driving home from the dance for over an 

hour and we were 30 miles north of San Diego, but 

our homes were about an hour and a half East of 

Los Angeles. It was a poor end to a good night. For 

some reason that was the last date I had with that 

particular young lady. 

 In order to appreciate salvation, one must 

admit that one is lost. Jesus often had arguments 

with those who were already decent and good. Here 

is one example: 

ñAnd as he sat at dinner in the house, many tax 

collectors and sinners came and were sitting with 

him and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw 

this, they said to his disciples, ñWhy does your 

teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?ò 12 But 

when he heard this, he said, ñThose who are well 

have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 
13 Go and learn what this means, óI desire mercy, 

not sacrifice.ô For I have come to call not the 

righteous but sinners.ò  Matthew 9:10-13 

 One reason we do not know we are lost is 

we do not realize our potential. To be a good and 

decent person is too low of a goal for any human 

being. We were made in the image of God. ñHe has 

given us His precious and magnificent promises, so 

that through them you may become partakers of the 

divine natureéò 2 Peter 1:3 

Or, for a simpler image, 

ñWhoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 

óOut of his heart will flow rivers of living water.ôò 

John 7:38 

 We were created to have communion with 

God, which means to be full of life, at peace in the 

joy of perfect love. But even the best of us are 

anxious and sometimes self-absorbed.  We are 

given to moments of emptiness. The simplest way 

to explain salvation to someone is to say that you 

can go to heaven instead of hell. To many people, 

this is the only concept they have and it is better 

than nothing.  But by itself, without deeper wisdom 

and understanding, it becomes transactional, 

legalistic and crudely mythological.  If we were 

made to be divine, to be one with God, then 

salvation must mean more than the heaven or hell 

dilemma.  

 One of the oldest Christian sayings goes, 

ñDeus fit homo ut homo fieret Deus.ò God became 

human so that humans might become God. Jesus 

joined human nature to God. Don't settle for being 

a decent person, be a divine person. This does not 

happen by your own effort, but because of your 

own righteousness. It happens through your faith in 

Jesus as you nurture that faith by worship, 

Scripture, Communion, and acts of love. This 

church focuses on those four things.  I think we 

offer them as best we can, but its up to you to 

participate. Salvation isn't forced on anyone, you 

must freely choose it. 



 

General Fund Financial Activity 

· Welcomed news of filling two positions at our church: 

Nursery Attendant:  Debie Daeseleer and Family Ministries Director: Allison Power.  

· Agreed to contact a contract accountant to perform disbursing treasurer duties until a volunteer can be 

found. 

· Supported the Christian Education committeeôs plans for Sunday school start-up activities on          

September 16. 

· Set the next regular Session meeting for September 18 at 7:30 pm at the church. 

 

Session Highlights   August 21, 2018 

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda Zornik, Clerk of Session 
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SEPTEMBER 19 

Deacons Report                                             August 6, 2018 

· The Deaconôs Treasury Fund balance as of July 31st was $3,719.02. 

· Reviewed the listing of deacons in charge of August and September birthdays and those responsible for 

Communion set-up. 

· Heard Deaconsô report of contacts with and any concerns for members in their respective Parishes. 

· Moderator Barbara Hindman read a letter received from Boiseôs Ronald McDonald House thanking the 

church for its collection of drink can tabs for the charityôs fundraising.  The letter will be given to Lee 

Robinson with our appreciation for volunteering to be in charge of the removal and delivery of tabs 

from collected cans. 

· Heard a brief review of the Christmas Gift Bags given annually to shut-ins or church members who 

have experienced serious illness.  Ed and Ruby Hokenson offered, as the occasion nears to assist in the 

selection of items to be included in the gift bags. 

· The next regular meeting is currently scheduled for Labor Day, Mon-

day September 3rd at 7:00 pm. Respectfully submitted, 

Nancy Frederiksen, Secretary 

Revenue to date $136,860.79 

Expenses to date $129,943.06 

Difference $6,917.73 
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Nursery News 
Thank you to our nursery volunteers who 

helped in August! 

 

8/5 Melanie Jones 8/12 Marge Mckee 

8/19 Ann Gentry 8/26 Ann Guzman 

 

 

     Here is the nursery schedule for 

September: 

 

    9/2   Sandi Kurtz 9/9   Barbara Hindman 

    9/16 Jaci Johnson 9/23 Willard Kneidl 

    9/30 Sandi Kurtz  

9/03 Dorotha Carlson 

9/04 Wendy Hamilton 

9/04 Jean Westlund 

9/05 Brett Lolley 

9/06 Linda Powers 

9/08 Ted Muck 

9/09     Joan Klein 

9/09 Pam Peterson 

9/09 Lee Robinson 

9/11 Doris Brown 

9/12 Myrleen McNeil 

9/13 Lanel Decoteau 

9/16 Don Miller 

9/17 RJ Cisek 

9/18 Jean Day 

9/20 Anne Curran 

9/21 Ed Hokenson 

9/22 Karen Lolley 

9/22 Kory Hamilton 

9/27 Jeri Bennett 

9/30 Stephan Craig 

9/30 Olive Halby 

9/30     Doris Young 

Known September Birthdays  

09/23  James Takatori  

9/14 Charles & Carol Pintler 

9/27 Manny & Ann Guzman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear friends at Nampa Pres ~ 
 

Thank you for your remembrance.   

I use my card as a bookmark when I read! 

 

 Godôs best to you all, 

  Nida Ryan 

 

 NNU Choir & Orchestra will join us 

again this year on Sunday, September 9th.  They 

will have a concert here at the church at 6:00pm.  

This auditioned ensemble of around 90 students 

performs extensively throughout the region and 

internationally.  Their dynamic concerts feature a 

variety of music from hymn settings, contemporary 

Christian, classical choral/orchestra repertoire, and a 

cappella settings. 

NNU Concert 

 What do Christians believe?  There is a 

wide spectrum of Christian beliefs, but there are 

also some core truths that are essential and non-

negotiable.  It is just those necessary truths that 

are contained in the Apostles Creed.  Come 

learn how the Apostles Creed shows us the 

truths we need the most.  This study will start 

on September 27th and continue on Thursday 

evenings from 6:00 - 7:00pm.  There is a 

signup sheet on the back table.  Please let us 

know if we need to order you a book. 

Apostles Creed Study 
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 Presbyterian Women's coordinating 

committee will not meet until Tuesday, 

September 18th, at 10:00 AM.  All women 

of our church are encouraged to come.  We 

will meet in the Fireside room. 

 Presbyterian Women will enjoy a 

Social Gathering October 2nd at 10:00 

AM with a guest speaker from Hope's Door, 

which advocates against family 

violence.  Four members of PW went on a field trip 

to their shelter in May.  We wanted to share their 

ministry with more ladies in the church.  

Please plan to attend and bring a friend.  A 

potluck salad lunch will be served.  Please 

bring a dish if you are able.  The meeting is in 

the Fellowship Hall.  

 Presbyterian Women Presbytery Fall 

Gathering will  be October 6th, at the 

Southminster Presbyterian Church in 

Boise.  Please put this date on your calendar and plan 

Presbyterian Women Update 

 The Crop Hunger Walk is an annual event 

that raises money and awareness of hunger locally 

and around the world.  The Canyon County CROP 

Hunger Walk will be held on October 21st beginning 

at 2:30pm. (Registration begins at 2:00pm). The 

Walk begins at the Brandt Center on the NNU 

Campus in Nampa.  There is no fee to participate but 

donations are helpful. 

 Last year $560 was raised by participants 

from our Church.  Thank you to all who walked and 

those who donated to the Crop Hunger Walk. 

 Additional information will be available in 

the coming weeks.  Information is also available at 

www.crophungerwalk.org.  

Thank you 

Mission Committee 

Crop Walk 

 At the start of a day, who can tell what a day may 

bring forth? Cause me therefore, gracious God, to live 

every day as if it were to be my last, for I know not but 

that it may be such. Cause me to live now as I shall wish I 

had done when I come to die. O grant that I may not die 

with any guilt on my conscience, or any known sin 

unrepented of, but that I may be found in Christ, who is 

my only Savior and Redeemer.  

 

ðThomas à Kempis  

A Morning Prayer  

Å Labor Day, September 3, 2018  

Å National Grandparents Day, September 9, 2018  

Å Patriot Day, September 11, 2018  

Å Hispanic Heritage Month, Sept. 15 ï Oct. 15, 2018  

Å First day of Autumn, September 22, 2018   

Special Dates 

http://www.crophungerwalk.org/


 

Adult Education Corner 
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Youth Activities  

 Welcome back to another school year!   Summer 

flew by, but we are excited to get going again with all of 

our youth programming activities! 

 We are starting the year off on September 16th.  

The older youth Sunday School class will 

resume once again during worship and then 

Christian Education (CE) committee will 

host our Family Fall Kickoff immediately 

after church.  We invite our youth and their 

families for lunch, a craft, games and an 

informational parent meeting.   We hope all 

of our families plan to attend this great 

event and hear about whatôs in store for the 

coming months! 

 Also, we invite the entire 

congregation to stop by and see our newly renovated 6th-

12th grade Sunday School room in the back of the church!  

Our committee has been working hard to spruce up this 

space for our older youth and we are excited to show you 

what weôve done. 

 CE is also VERY excited to introduce the 

congregation to our two new staff members.  We have 

hired a new Nursery Attendant, Debie Daeseleer and a 

new Family Ministry Director, Allison Power!  You can 

read about both these ladies in this monthôs newsletter 

and we know you will welcome them with 

open arms to our church family! 

 Lastly, we invite you once again to 

consider volunteering your time and talent to 

our youth programs.  Our Sunday School 

classes are each overseen by a member of CE 

who is here to help you!  If you have ever 

been interested in teaching, but werenôt sure 

if you could do it on your own, this is a great 

opportunity to get a feel for being a Sunday 

School teacher, while having a member of 

CE there to guide you!  Please sign up on the back table 

or contact any member of CE to volunteer! 

 Welcome to another great year of youth 

programming!  We are excited to get started and hope 

you all plan to join us throughout the year! 

Movie Night 

 Please join us 

September 15, when we 

discuss ñWonôt You Be My 

Neighbor?ò  See it (available 

on Redbox September 4th) 

beforehand and come at 5:30 

PM with a potluck dish to share and your own table 

service and drink. 

Meet Debie Daeseleer 
Debie is our new Nursery Attendant. 

 I am almost 27. I have a 6-year-

old daughter, who is starting first grade. I 

am the oldest child of three girls and 

helped raise my two younger sisters. I 

have worked off and on in the child care settings 

between retail and call center jobs.  I am very excited 

to be working with kids again.  

 Pastor Aaron is starting up a new Bible Study 

on the book, ñThe Apostles Creed, A Guide to the 

Ancient Catechismò, by Ben Myers  it will start on 

September 20th, Thursdays from 6:00 - 7:00pm for 

several weeks. We will study some of the foundational 

beliefs that have built our Protestant Faith and that have 

lasted centuries.  A sign up is in the back of the 

sanctuary for interest and ordering books. 

 A second new study is an early morning Menôs 

group on Tuesday mornings.  It will be at Sarahôs Bagel 

Shop on 12th Ave. next to Ace Hardware, from 7:00 -

8:00am.  We will be announcing a start up date soon! 

 We continue to offer our Lunch and Learn 

Group that meets every Thursday at 12:00pm at the 

church and also an early Sunday morning Bible study 

on Acts.  It meets in the Resource room at 8:30am. 

 Sharyn Barrett 



 Page 7 

Meet our new Family Ministry Director, Alli Power ! 

God's Hand of Protection: Childhood 

When I was a toddler, my family took me to a 

Catholic church on Sundays. Both my older sister 

and I were already invested in figure skating at a 

young age and our weekends quickly filled up with 

skating competitions and lessons. My family fell 

away from the church as skating, school and family 

became the priority. Throughout elementary school, 

I had two loving parents invested in my life, 

teaching us about discipline, reaching for our 

dreams, and moral values. But, without the Bible 

and Jesus as my guide, I started looking to friends 

for guidance and sought what was ñcoolò at the 

time. It wasnôt until 7th grade when I was invited by 

a friend to attend youth group and a Christian 

church camp over summer that I stepped foot back 

in the church.  At camp, I ñrandomlyò asked my 

counselor what being a Christian meant. On that 

day, in the presence of a loving counselor, I gave 

my life to Christ and was baptized. When God 

moves, he sometimes asks us to take an immediate 

step of faith. That was one of the first moments I 

took a step toward God.  

I began trying to establish a relationship on my 

own by letting God lead my life in the midst of a 

non-believing family. I worked hard to finish my 

Sunday chores early in the morning in order to have 

the opportunity to attend church.  I clung to the one 

Christian CD I was given by a camp friend seeking 

Godôs guidance when I felt like I had no one to talk 

to about my faith. In high school, most of my time 

was booked with before and after school figure 

skating, homework and family time. In the midst of 

the busyness, I went to a large public high school 

where drug dogs on campus, profanity, and fights 

were a daily occurrence. I watched my family fight 

loud and aggressively at home. My world began to 

unravel. Faith vs. the rest of my world was my 

challenge. What was reality? Who should I follow? 

I made poor decisions to put my trust in 

relationships and school, where I was often 

disappointed. When I was in trouble or when things 

came crashing down, I didnôt rely on God. While 

faith was beginning to be a part of my life, God was 

not my leader and sole purpose. 

  

Godôs Choice: College  

At the end of high school, I was financially and 

emotionally committed to a college without really 

letting God be my planner. In the midst of my own 

plans, without a thought about God, He shook 

things up and called me on a new path. God 

convicted my heart and I began crying. I felt like I 

needed to reassess my acceptance letters. I watched 

as God put Azusa Pacific University, a Christian 

college, in front of me. Things lined up perfectly 

and the door was open for me to attend this 

university while being able to skate on Team USA! 

On the deadline day for college decisions, I chose 

APU. When we trust him and act, we align with His 

plans for us and it is an insanely beautiful thing. At 

APU, I really began to understand the power of 

faith, ask tough questions, and dive into a 

community of believers. God knows what we need.  

 

Godôs Mission: Team USA Figure Skating 

In the middle of college, I began trusting and 

letting God lead my daily life. I felt God calling me 

to something bigger. I flew to Boston and tried out 

for the top U.S. figure skating team and one of the 

best teams in the world.  That summer, I moved 

across the country to Boston to skate on a 

professional figure skating team representing Team 

USA around the world and transferred to a secular 

college in Boston. The rigorous team environment 

was not filled with God, but God was asking me to 

bring faith into the skating world. I prayed with 

teammates and lead studies during my time on the 

team.  For the first time, I was allowing God to fully 

light my path and I was learning how to bring faith 

Godôs Choice:  

College 
God on the move: 

Marriage & Idaho 

Godôs Hand of Protection:  

Childhood 

Godôs Mission: 

Team USA Figure Skating 

(continued on page 8) 



 

Meet our new Family Ministry Director, Alli Power !      (continued from page 7) 

into a secular world and to my non-believing 

friends. Traveling the world and moving across 

the country allowed me to learn about the 

diversity of Godôs people.  I saw a need for God 

and a mission field for me to pour into the lives of 

the vulnerable populations and brokenhearted 

touching every individualôs soul.  I found my 

passion for counseling. 

 

God on the move: Marriage and Idaho 

 Upon graduation from Lesley University 

one year ago, Mitchell and I moved to Idaho to 

start out our married life.  God paved the way 

for our move and has led me to finding my 

vocation attending NNUôs grad school to 

become a youth counselor. I am passionate 

about mentoring youth and giving them tools to 

grow and flourish in their community, families, 

and within themselves (both physically and 

emotionally).  

 My life now looks incredibly different 

from my life as a kid all because a loving Jesus 

took hold of my heart and is working towards 

bringing love, peace, and joy into my family and 

my heart every day. I am beginning to trust God 

with every aspect of my life and watching as He 

is transforming my life and peopleôs lives 

around me. 

 In my life, God has been so trustworthy. 

When I feel inadequate or when I canôt see how 

it will work out, I have learned to give it to God 

and He faithfully provides in ways I never knew 

I needed. My life is not without troubles or 

issues, but God has protected me from things 

out of my control that have happened around/to 

me and the many times I made poor decisions. 

God has proven to be so incredibly good to us. 

If we learn to trust in Him, study His word, and 

take leaps of faith, God moves and we get the 

privilege to be a part of that.    

 

My office hours will be 1:00pmï4:00pm 

Wednesdays and Thursdays or by appointment.   
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 One of the reasons I became a Pastor is because of 

how much I enjoy good sermons. But good sermons are not 

easy to write. Judging by how many I have heard, and how 

few I have been able to write myself, and in light of the 

prodigious task of imparting grace to the innermost parts of 

an audience in 20 minutes, I might say sermons are the 

most difficult genre of writing. This collection of sermons 

is wonderful. You can read one in 20 minutes and then put 

the book down until tomorrow. These sermons also connect 

to modern life, because they relate the Bible to the news. 

Fleming Rutledge is an Episcopalian priest and The Bible 

and The New York Times is one of the best collections of 

sermons I have ever read.   

Book Suggestion from Pastor Aaron 


