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Nampa First United Presbyterian Church 

Purpose Statement 

To bring people together to love and magnify 

God though worship, to minister to the needs of 

all His children, to fellowship in God’s family, to 

spread the Good News, and to develop people to 

Christ-like maturity for their mission in the world. 

November 2018 

Pastor Aaron Berkowitz 

Email:  alb733@gmail.com 
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“All happy families are alike; each unhappy family is unhappy in its own 
way”.        

           - Leo Tolstoy, Anna Karenina 
 

We can’t know for sure what Tolstoy meant, but as some of the most famous 
opening lines in literary history, these words provoke serious reflection. We 
do know that for a family to thrive, several things must be true of that 
family. There must be a shared belief system. There must be stability of 
several kinds: emotional, financial, and relational. The parents must have a 
strong marriage. Above all, there must also be a commitment to put the 
family first, above all other things.  
   

    
Every Thanksgiving our thoughts turn to family. We long to enjoy our family, or to make our 

family stronger. Another quote comes to mind from the Godfather movie, in which the Don tells 
his son, “A man who doesn’t spend time with his family can never be a real man.” In the Bible of 
Israel, a man was not allowed to serve the nation in 
any way for 1 year after his marriage. “If a man has recently married, he must not be sent to war or 
have  any other duty laid on him. For one year he is to be free to stay at home and bring happiness 
to the wife he has married.” - Deuteronomy 24:5.   All the happily married couples I know who 
have made 40 years or more, show the same commitment to put their marriage first. I am sure we 
can all think of several couples in this congregation who have set an example like this.  

 

Our society sends mixed messages. On the one hand, there are commendable movements to 
require maternity and paternity leave. Family leave policies are totally in harmony with Biblical 
teaching. I knew a man in my last church who worked as a high level executive in an elite publicly 
traded corporation. At one point he supervised over 100 employees. He pressured them, though 
couldn’t require them, to take their vacation every year. He thought the ones who didn’t take it 
were fools, and also saw that they generally performed worse than those who did. These are good 
signs. On the other hand, we seem to admire and idolize business leaders who work obsessively, 
putting their family on the back burner for profit. I do not admire that behavior, and the Bible 
leads me to believe that God does not admire it either. In fact, such behavior could be considered a 
sin. Those who are forced to work this way can’t be blamed, and deserve compassion. Those who 
freely choose it, or those who impose it on others, that is another matter.  
  

Scripture predicted that when Jesus came, “And he (God) will turn the hearts of fathers to 
their children and the hearts of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a 
decree of utter destruction.” -Malachi 4:6  
Of course this applies to mothers and daughters equally. The solidarity of the family is God’s will 
for all Christians. Finally, we have the ultimate reality, the Trinity. Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bound in perfect unity. This is the reality that every family points to, and the perfect love every 
Christian longs to share.  
 

But our families are never perfect. And family life is rarely easy. There is grace for every 
failure. And God promises to help us heal our family relationships if we humbly turn to Him. Many 
families face struggles, so this November I pray for all the families in this congregation to receive 
God’s grace, to experience peace, and to move our families towards the love shared by the Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
Pastor Aaron 
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Revenue to date $169,667.14 

 

Expenses to date $160,462.47 

 

Difference  $    9,204.67 

RELIEVE EDITORIAL STRESS 

SUBMIT YOUR ARTICLES 
 

 

 

 

R   E   M   I   N   D   E   R 
 

NEWSLETTER SUBMISSIONS 
DEADLINE IS: 

 

Wednesday, November 21st 
 

At its regular meeting on October 16, 2018, Session: 

 thanked Christian Ed. Committee for establishing a 3
rd

-5
th

 grade Sunday school class. 

 approved Pastor’s vacation for November 19-29. 

 set November 4 for a Youth Service Auction and potluck. 

 scheduled employee reviews for the end of October. 

 set the next regular Session meeting for November 13, 2018 at 7:00 pm at the church. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda Zornik, Clerk of Session 

 

Session Highlights 

October 1, 2018 

 Pastor Aaron reported his pleasure at having performed the wedding ceremony uniting Mike Carl & 

Noreen Coryell in marriage this past weekend.  He stated that J.D. & Mary Simpson, long-time 

members of our church, have returned to Nampa & are now residing at Grace Assisted Living.  He 

also reported concerns for the son of Charles & Carol Pintler who was seriously injured in a farming 

accident. 
 

 Payment has been made from the Deacons Fund to SignEtc. for the creation & installation of signs 

hung throughout the hallways to identify various locations to better assist both newcomers & current 

members.  This project had been proposed by the Christian Education Committee. 
 

 Reviewed monthly assignments of Deacons responsible for Communion set-up & for reaching out to 

members who will be celebrating birthdays in the coming months. 
 

 Heard Deacons’ reports relative to & concerns for members within their respective Parishes. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

Nancy Frederiksen, Secretary 

  

 

Deacons Report 

October 16, 2018 



11/2     Conner Simpson    11/16    Karen Davis 
   Liam Barrett 
 
11/12    Tom Borer  11/17    Nancy Howell 
 
11/14   Louise James 11/27   Lucas Berkowitz 
   Pat Carlson      Parker Hendrix 
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10/4  Jim and Barbara Greene    

10/7   Steve and Senita Watkins  

10/16  Bob and Dorothy Horn  

10/23   Ed and Ruby Hokenson   

 

11/16  Tom & Julie Reed 
 
11/27 Herb & Pat Carlson 
 

11/28  Rodney & Sally Moore 

It’s a Girl! 

  

  

You’re invited to attend the  
Baby Shower for  

Marissa Jones 
2:00pm on Sunday, November 11th 

  

  

  

  

    Diaper Drive for Marissa Jones! 
  

Please help us welcome and 

support  

Marissa’s family & new baby!! 

There is a barrel at the back of the 

sanctuary to collect donated 

Diapers & Wipes! 

 

We will be collecting through 

November. 
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Attention Parents!   
We have a new Facebook page just for you!  This page has specific information about 

activities & events for the youth of our church and their friends!   Please visit, join, and share 

this exciting new page!  https://www.facebook.com/presbykidsclub/" 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 2018 Youth Programming 

Christian Ed has been blessed to not only continue our previous programming but also to implement a couple new 

programs this month.  We are so excited to tell you what’s going on in our youth department and we’d like to truly 

thank everyone that is making it possible to offer these incredible opportunities to our kids! 

Youth Group meets on Monday nights at the church and our Middle & High School youth have been 

having a great time with Alli, Mitchell & Pastor Aaron.  They have been discussing some fantastic topics that are 

truly relevant to kids these days such as mental health, identities, and listening for God’s voice in their everyday 

lives.  These youth have also been given a question box where they are free to present questions and topics of their 

own which the leaders will then discuss with them.  In addition to these times of discussion they are also playing 

games, building relationships and of course enjoying snacks!  We hope that you encourage your kids to join us and 

bring a friend to this awesome new program! 

Coffee Walks is the second new program for our Middle & High School youth.  On the 2
nd

, 4
th

, & 5
th

 

Sundays after service our kids join Alli & Mitchell for a stroll to Dutch Bros Coffee for a time of fellowship & fun.  

This has been a great way for everyone to get to know each other! 

 Our Sunday School classes are in full swing and we are thrilled that our programs have grown to where we 

needed to create a third class for our kids.  If you are interested in being a Sunday School teacher please let us 

know!  The curriculum is all ready for you to just step in and spend some time with our amazing youth.   

Presby Kids Club is also still going strong and in October we took the youth on trips to Zoo Boise as well 

as Twin Oaks Corn Maze.  This group meets on the 1
st
 and 3

rd
 Sunday of the month after service and is for all ages, 

PreK to 12
th

 grade.  Check out pictures of our events on our new bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall! 

November 4
th

 is our Annual Youth Service Auction & Potluck.  Please plan to join us after service as we 

auction off our youth and our volunteers to raise money for youth programming activities!  Examples of service 

items include: cleaning, musical performances, babysitting and help around the house, to list a few.  You name it, 

and you could probably bid on us to help you with it!  And please bring a dish to share since we all know a 

Presbyterian event is not complete without a potluck! 

 Lastly, save the date for our annual Christmas Play.  This event will take place during service on Sunday, 

December 9
th

 and is always an enjoyable way to remember the story of our Savior’s birth.     

 

 

The Nursery schedule for November: 
 

  11/4 Shirley Horrace 11/18 Sally Moore 
  11/11 Yvonne Miller 11/25 Lori Ober 

Nursery News 

Thank you to our October Nursery volunteers! 

 

10/7   Sarah Berkowitz 10/21 Marge McKee 
10/14 Karen Lolley  10/28 Senita Watkins 

Youth & their families are invited to 

attend a FREE 

Newsboys Christian Concert  
at the Century Link Arena on Thursday Nov 

15th at 7pm.  Please RSVP to Alli by Nov 7th so 

that we can get tickets.   

This event has been sponsored by an 

anonymous donor so our families can attend 

for FREE! 

  

   Service Auction TODAY!  

   Sunday, November 4th  
Please plan to join Christian Ed for ou r annua  

Service Auctio n 
  

We will be auctioning off kids & volunteers 

immediately after service.  This will raise 

money for  

Youth Programming.    

We are also going to have a potluck so 

please bring something to share ! 

https://www.facebook.com/presbykidsclub/
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Attention Parents!   
We have a new Facebook page just for you!   
This page has specific information about 
activities & events for the youth of our 
church and their friends!    
Please visit, join, and share this exciting  
new page!     
https://www.facebook.com/presbykidsclub 
  
 

Presby Kids Club will be going to the 

Nampa Rec Center to Swim on  

Sunday, December 2nd 

If you have any guest passes that you 

would be willing to donate to our youth 

event, please put them in Tiffany 

Neely³s mailbox in the hallway.  If you 

could please label them with your name, 

we will return any unused passes to you. 

Youth Events Schedule 
         November - December 2018 

 
Sunday, Nov 4th       Monday, Nov 5th   
Youth Service Auction   Youth Group (6th ɀ 12th) 
11:15am @ the Church   6-8pm @ the Church 
Sunday, Nov 11th     Monday, Nov 12th   
Coffee Club (6th-12th)   Youth Group (6th ɀ 12th) 
11:15am @ the Church  6-8pm @ the Church 
Thursday, Nov 15 th     Sunday, Nov 18th    
Newsboys Concert in Boise  *NO PKC - Church 
7pm (RSVP to Alli by 11/7)  Thanksgiving Dinner 
Monday, Nov 19th     Sunday, Nov 25th  
Youth Group (6th ɀ 12th)  Coffee Club (6th-12th)  
6-8pm @ the Church   11:15am @ the Church 
Monday, Nov 26th     Sunday, Dec 2nd  
Youth Group (6th ɀ 12th)   11:30am PKC (PreK-12th) 
6-8pm @ the Church    Swimming at Rec Center 
Monday, Dec 3rd      Sunday, Dec 9th  
Youth Group (6th ɀ 12th)   10am Christmas Play  
6-8pm @ the Church   *NO Coffee Club 
Monday, Dec 10th     Sunday, Dec 16th    
Youth Group (6th ɀ 12th)   11:30am PKC (PreK-12th) 

      6-8pm @ the Church  
      Movie & Blessing Bags 

 
*Please note there will be NO EVENTS held from 12/17/18 -12/31/18  

during Christmas vacation/winter break.  Thank you!  
 

 
 

 
Outside Youth Activities 

                    November - December 2018 
 

This is a listing of the known outside activities our youth are participating 
in the next couple of months.  We encourage you to attend and support our 
youth in these events.  We will continue to update our listing as more 
schedules are provided. 
 

 Tuesday, November 6th   
Colton J. – 6:00 PM Indoor Soccer/Futsal, “08 Nampa Boys” team 
at Karcher Mall at the new 2C Futsal arena. 
Tuesday, November 13th  
Colton J. – 6:00 PM Indoor Soccer/Futsal, “08 Nampa Boys” team 
at Karcher Mall at the new 2C Futsal arena. 
Monday, November 19th  
Colton J. – 5:00 PM Indoor Soccer/Futsal, “08 Nampa Boys” team 
at Karcher Mall at the new 2C Futsal arena. 
Tuesday, November 20th  
Colton J.–5pm & 6pm Indoor Soccer/Futsal, “08 Nampa Boys” team 
at Karcher Mall at the new 2C Futsal arena. 
Tuesday, November 27 
Colton J. – 6:00 PM Indoor Soccer/Futsal, “08 Nampa Boys” team 
at Karcher Mall at the new 2C Futsal arena. 
Monday, December 3rd  
Megan & Alison L. -7:00 PM Nampa Christian Christmas Choir 
Concert at St. John's Cathedral (775 N 8th St, Boise) 
Tuesday, December 4th  
Colton J. – 7:00 PM Indoor Soccer/Futsal, “08 Nampa Boys” team 
at Karcher Mall at the new 2C Futsal arena. 
Tuesday, December 11th  
Colton J. – 7:00 PM Indoor Soccer/Futsal, “08 Nampa Boys” team 
at Karcher Mall at the new 2C Futsal arenaprovided 
Monday, December 17th  
Sydni B. - 7:00 PM Lonestar Christmas Concert at Lonestar Middle 
School Gym. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/presbykidsclub/
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A baby girl is arriving soon in our church family, and you are invited to attend a shower on 

Sunday, November 11, at 2 pm to welcome her into the fold!  Marissa Jones, daughter of Robert 

and Melanie Jones, will become a new mother in early December, and we want to celebrate the 

coming of that wonderful event with food and games and gifts for the new baby.  The 

Presbyterian Women invite everyone to come and enjoy a fun afternoon with Marissa!   
 

A volunteer group from our church helped Centennial Elementary School, just a block or so 

behind our church, with their “Parents and Pastries” event before school recently.  We spread 

out through the school and had a doughnut with kids whose parents’ were unable to be there.  It 

was a fun time and much appreciated by the school.  

 

Another group of volunteers will serve a potato bar lunch to the teachers at Centennial on 

November 1 when teachers are working a long day—early morning through evening—at parent-

teacher conferences.  We want to show our appreciation to those who faithfully serve the 

families in our neighborhood. 

 

We hope to minister to the families in our neighborhood by reaching out to our neighborhood 

elementary school with needed service. Our next opportunity will be in December when the 

school needs people to accompany their choir as they carol through the Dallan Woods 

subdivision on December 14.   

 

If you would like to be part of future outreach opportunities, contact your  

Session Outreach Committee Chairperson, Linda Zornik. 

 

Outreach Committee 

  The     American Red Cross  
     will be here at the church tomorrow ! 
 
 Monday, November 5th from 1:00 ï 6:00 pm  for the 

First Presbyterian Church’s Blood Drive! 
If you would like to donate blood, please contact the church 
office or register online.   Let’s have another good turnout!  

Christmas Bible Study 

You & your friends & family are invited to join us in a 3-time “Advent Bible Study” on Mondays, 

November 12
th

 – December 10
th

 from 10:30am -12:00 in the Fireside Room. Bring your Bible for the 

following: 

Nov 12
th

  “Christmas from the Inside” – Luke 1 and 2 

Nov 26
th

  “Christmas from the Outside” – Matthew 2:1-11 

Dec 10
th

 “ Reflections on the Meaning of Christmas” – John 1:1-14 

 

Facilitator of the study is Pastor Gary Hindman of our church.   Contact Barbara Hindman for more 

information 208-461-5193. 

No Movie Night this month due to the 

movie  “Crazy Rich Asians” coming 

out late this month. 

 

Stay tuned for the December Movie 

Night.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 7th ……………….……127 

October 14th …………………..100 

October 21st …………………… 91 

October 28th …………………..123 

 

 


